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Donor Fundraising 
Whether raising sponsorship or selling tickets for an event, SVP provides donors 
with unique SVP fundraising pages that make it easy to support us.

Fiddle Headshave Fundraiser

The headshave event grew organically from a small idea of doing a head-
shave to coincide with a significant birthday and maybe be able to help a 
charitable organisation in the process.

To start, I posted a note on my Facebook profile to let friends and fam-
ily know that I was intending to do a charity headshave in January. My 
aunt, Eileen Hegarty, and a fellow Donegal fiddle player, Brid Harper, 
both contacted me to ask if they could join in doing the headshave too. It 
had never even crossed my mind that others would be interested in 
participating but I was delighted.

Brid and I wondered about the possibility of linking the headshave with 
a mini Donegal Fiddle concert.We set about asking Scoil Gheimhridh 
Gaoth Dobhair if they'd be interested in hosting the event.  

We wanted to ensure the money went directly to St 
Colmcille’s Hostel.

They were delighted despite the fact the festival brochure had already 
gone to print and we were penciled in for a New Year’s Eve mini concert 
/ final festival session at 2pm in Hudai Beag’s in Bunbeag where another 
fellow Donegal fiddler, Martin McGinley, would be Fear an Tí. 

 

Charities throughout the country were suffering, not only from 
government cuts but also from a substantial decrease in public 
donations. Homelessness was a major issue at the time but the news 
headlines seemed to only carry stories about Homelessness in Dublin so 
we thought we’d search for a charity closer to home and came across 
St. Colmcille’s Hostel (SVP) in Letterkenny.

Mary at the hostel. She was so positive and enthusiastic about St. 
Colmcille’s Hostel that her energy was contagious and we knew we 
had found the right match for our headshave. We wanted to ensure the 
money went directly to the local charity and SVP set up a fundraising 
page where the money went only to St. Colmcille’s Hostel.

Local hairdresser ‘Hair@TMD’ in Bunbeag agreed wholeheartedly to 
perform the headshaves and everything was ready to go. As the weeks 
went on in advance of the headshave and the fundraising webpage 
was launched, donations began pouring in from around the world.
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Charity Head Shave Donegal Fiddle Concert 



We couldn’t believe we'd raised over €2,000 before the event even 
started. A huge crowd of musicians and non-musicians turned 
out for the event. Bunbeag traffic came to a standstill and rows of 
parked cars went on for miles. 

Eileen was the first brave soldier to shed her locks. Next Brid and 
I took out the fiddles and played a few traditional music tunes 
(with hair) and then the razor turned on me and then on Brid. 
Brid’s headshave was probably the most dramatic of the three of 
us because she had lots of long curls. But in the end, we were all 
follicly lighter and I’d like to think we also looked just as pretty, if 
not prettier. 

“We couldn't believe we had raised over 2,000 
before the event even started." 

Brid and I took out the fiddles for one last set of tunes, this time 
without hair, and we then joined in with a session of eagerly 
waiting musicians. The Facebook live-feeds of the headshave were 
viewed by almost 8,000 people and are available on YouTube and a 
full-page feature was given to the event in the Donegal Democrat. 

The event itself raised a further €2,500 and the donations continued 
to pour in, both online and to us in person, until around mid March 
when the final total of €4,098 was tallied up.

The headshave had grown way beyond our wildest expectations. 
Perhaps it was a bit of an unusual pairing of fiddling and head-
shaving but it seemed to capture people’s imaginations and 
support.

Tara Connaghan 
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Fundraising

A little bit of help at the right time can change everything. By 
donating to SVP you can be there just when a family needs it. You 
can stop them from falling into that cycle. Your help can truly last a 
lifetime.

Income for the Society of St. Vincent de Paul is received from three 
main sources: donations from the public, sales from our community 
charity shop network and Government grants for special works 
(i.e. homeless hostels and resource centres). The core work of the 
Society, home visitation and direct assistance, is funded almost 
entirely from public donations. 

In 2016, fundraised income for SVP totalled €36,792,000 due to 
the continued generosity of the Irish public. This represented a 
slight decrease of just 1.5% on the previous year and enabled SVP 
to carry out our vital work in the core area of home visitation and 
direct assistance with the costs of food, fuel and education.

The Annual Appeal is our only national 
campaign each year and is responsible 
for raising the majority of the funds we 
need.

Central to our fundraising activities each year is the SVP Annual 
Appeal in November and December. The SVP Annual Appeal is our 
only national campaign each year and is responsible for raising 
the majority of the funds we need. During this time, the Society 
benefits from a groundswell of support amongst the general 
public and local businesses, and is facilitated by our membership 
base.

Other key channels of fundraising income for the Society are 
church collections and legacy donations. In 2016, church collections 
remained stable at a level of €10,176,000 marking a percentage 
decrease from 2015 of just 0.8%. Legacy donations are also an 
important an important source of income for the Society.

One of the unique aspects of fundraising within SVP is our large 
membership base of volunteers in local communities throughout 
Ireland. These volunteers are responsible for raising a significant 
proportion of the income we receive. All of the donations collected 
are kept within the community and used to help local families.  

SVP also receives support through several corporate partnerships. 
These partnerships provide volunteers, sponsorship and public 
awareness that complements the work of our volunteers on the 
ground and the demand they face in local communities.

Everything we do throughout the Society relies on the generosity of the public. We have seen how 
one small thing can tip a family into a cycle of poverty and crisis. But the opposite is also true.
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The Late Late Show charity album for SVP

In November 2016, The Late Late Show and Universal Music Ireland 
launched a double-album including 21 performances from the show, 
to raise money for St Vincent de Paul. “As seen on 
The Late Late Show”  features more than 40 Irish 
and international acts and includes one-off live 
tracks drawn directly from the last ten years of 
the TV show including: Walking on Cars and the 
RTÉ Concert Orchestra’s ‘Speeding Cars’; Christy 
Moore singing ‘Delirium Tremens’; Damien Rice 
featuring the Dublin Gospel Choir performing 
‘Trusty & True’; Midge Ure with a solo ‘Vienna’ 
and Gavin James with ‘Bitter Pill’.

The CD features some of the biggest acts in the 
world who have appeared on The Late Late Show 
in the last 10 years including U2, Michael Bublé, 
Robbie Williams, Ellie Goulding, One Direction, 
Josh Groban, The Script, 5 Seconds of Summer, 
and Ed Sheeran’s ‘as Gaeilge’ version of his hit 
‘Thinking Out Loud’.

The album featured a specially commissioned 
Christmas track – Finbar Furey, RTÉ Cor na nÓg 
and the RTÉ Concert Orchestra teamed up on a 
unique version of the classic “Little Drummer Boy”.  The track was 
released as a charity single in December 2016. 

Host Ryan Tubridy said: “We have had the good fortune to welcome some 
of the best musicians that this country and, indeed, the world has to offer. 

The St Vincent de Paul is an incredibly impressive charity and a very 
worthy cause and I hope this CD will help them in their work”. All 

artists and labels involved join RTÉ in 
donating their profits from the sale 
of the album to St Vincent de Paul.   

SVP National President Geoff Meagher 
said:  "This CD provides a very unique 
opportunity for people to help SVP 
provide support for those in need in 
communities throughout the country.  
SVP members  v is i t  thousands of 
individuals and families in their home 
to help those who need financial 
and emotional support at difficult times 
in their lives. Unfortunately for many 
people visited today their living 
environments are not their homes 
but hotels and B&Bs. The generosity of 
the Irish people is essential for this work. 
The funds raised will benefit and make a 
real difference to so many in need”.

“When we were approached about “As 
Seen On The Late Late Show” in early summer, it was without 
question a project that we would lend our support to,” said Mark 
Crossingham MD of Universal Music Ireland. Coupled with the 
great work of St Vincent de Paul and what their volunteers pro-
vide - they make a difference.”
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Financial Reports
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Society Income & Expended Summary 2016
Year 2016 Year 2015

Income Expended Income Net Expended

€'000  €'000 €'000 €'000 €'000

Twinning

Fundraising

Subtotal

Services

Hostels

Social Housing

Holiday Homes,  
Resource Centres, etc.

Subtotal

Charity Shops

Governance, Management, 
Support & Admin

Total

Net

  6,956   37,806   32,409   5,39730,14237,098

 -8,302 8,0088,302

  8,859   27,362   18,215      9,147  19,40328,262

 -3591   4,969   7,921   -2,952  8,6905,099

  -2658   2,647   2,874   -227  5,288 2,630

    -526   6,003 6,581   -5786,746 6,220

    -514   384   -384    514

  5,698 37,806   33,734   4,07231,400  37,098

€'000

Visitation

    -744   941   -941     744

-6,775 13,619  17,376   -3,757  20,72413,949

  -520 78,787   77,333    1,454  79,829  79,309

   -8,008

Our Financial Statements for the Society are available at www.svp.ie/finance
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What we do 
In 2016, SVP provided circa 400,000 individual and family supports. We provide practical support to people in need through a wide 
range of services.

Visitation
 
Home Visitation is the core activity of the 
Society.  Volunteers spend time talking 
with those who request help to ensure 
we fully understand the issues they are 
facing which enables us to provide the best 
support possible. Our support can be either 
non-financial or financial to alleviate the 
impact of poverty and social exclusion. In 
2016, we provided €30.1m to individuals and 
families. (2015: €32.4m).

Service Provision

We provide a wide range of services, 
some government funded for vulnerable 
people including 7 resource centres, 10 
emergency homeless services (300 beds 
in hostels), social housing (c. 960 Units), 
6 holiday homes, prison visitor centres, 
children / young adult services and 
day-care centres. In 2016 we expended 
€20.72m on such services accounting for 
26% of the Society’s total expenditure.

Community Charity Shops

The Society has 220 community charity 
shops. Our Vincent’s shops are a very 
important aspect of service provided 
by SVP.  Not only do they provide people 
with new and lightly worn items at afford-
able prices, they also provide an income 
source for the Society, which is reinvested 
directly back into the community.  

Society Highlights 2016 
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Individual & Social Housing & Shop 
Members Family Supports Hostel Units Locations 

• • a,-~ 
11,000 + circa 400,000 1,240 + 220+ 



In 2016, Total Income for the Society was €79.3 million 
(2015: €78.8 million). We couldn't carry out our vital 
work without the generosity of our many donors. 

SVP is committed to complying with the standards 
outlined in the Guidelines for Charitable Organisations 
on Fundraising from the Public and formally adopted the 
statement in 2013.

Our Financial Statements for the Society are 
available at http://www.svp.ie/finance

Visitation work includes non-financial support, 
advisory assistance, befriending and supporting 
access to social services. Assistance can be direct 
financial support, foods, fuel and support with 
utility bills. 
 
Our Services including social housing, homeless 
services, resource centres, holiday homes etc., 
accounting for 26% of the Society’s total expenditure.
 
Charity shops account for 24% of the Society’s total 
expenditure with management, support, governance 
and administration representing 10% of the 
Society’s total expenditure in 2016. 
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Incoine 2016 

I I I 
Visitation Charity Service 

Shops Provision 

• 47% 36% 18% 
(€37,098,) (€28,262,) (€13,949,) 

Expended 2016 
Value€ '000 

I I I I 
Visitation Service Community Governance, Management 

Provision Charity Shops Support & Admin 

• " €31,400, €20,724, €19,403, €8,302, 
39% 26% 24% 10% 
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