
 
Louise: I started as the Head of Social Justice and Policy on December 
5th, but prior to this I had been a member of the SVP National Social 
Justice Committee for over 4 years, so I was very familiar with the work. 
Before I started on the team, I worked for 7 years in Focus Ireland in the 
advocacy team, so I collaborated many times with the social justice 
team on joint issues of concern. I am also a co-founder and National 
spokesperson for SPARK (Single Parents Acting for the Rights of Kids) 
and I am the chair of TREOIR (Unmarried Parents Federation of 
Ireland). I have a BA in Politics and Psychology and an MSc in Equality 
Studies from UCD.  
 
 
 
Issy: I joined SVP in 2020 as a Research and Policy OWicer. Before my 
time in SVP I worked at the Carnegie UK Trust in Scotland focusing on 
wellbeing and place-based development which followed roles in 
London at the New Policy Institute and the Living Wage Foundation. My 
studies include an MSc in Urban Studies from UCL and a Geography BA 
from Durham University. At SVP my work focuses on energy poverty and 
climate justice as well as income and social protection policies. I also 
work on our social justice brief in Northern Ireland. I’m excited to share 
a bit more of our work with you through this newsletter!  
 
 
 
Marcella: I joined the Society in January 2018 as a research and policy 
oWicer. Previously I worked in a Traveller rights organisation beginning 
as a Traveller accommodation & youth worker and progressing to work 
as a research and policy oWicer, publishing research on Traveller 
homelessness and Traveller health. I hold a Masters in Community & 
Youth Work form Maynooth University & a Post Grad in Law from TU 
Dublin. I completed my legal apprenticeship in a solicitor's firm 
specializing in civil law. My brief includes housing and homelessness, 
children experiencing complex needs, international protection, access 
to justice, and early childhood education and care.  
 
 
 
 
Niamh: My work in health, social care and the voluntary and community 
sector in the UK shaped my understanding of systematic inequality and 
the need to dismantle the policies, assumptions and behaviours that 
create the damage of inequality to peoples’ lives and the whole of 
society. I hold a Master’s Degree in Business and Social 
Entrepreneurship from the University of Portsmouth. I hold the brief for 
education, carers, community welfare service and financial 
borrowing/lending. I’ve been with SVP for almost 3 years, and I look 
forward to bringing you this monthly insight into our work. 


