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Agenda

➢ 10.05 Presentation from Department of Further and Higher Education, 

Research, Innovation & Science.

➢ 10.50 Table discussions – Daniel McFarlane, Access Officer, IUA

➢ 12.00 Break 

➢ 12.30 Speech from Minister James Lawless, T.D.

➢ 13.00 Lunch

➢ 14.00 Student Panel Discussion - Professor Tom Collins

➢ 3.30  Event closes with closing speech



Cost of Education Event

Welcome

Cusack Suite, Croke Park

Keith Moynes, Assistant Secretary General. 

Department of Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science

3rd April 2025



Student Supports

Cusack Suite, Croke Park

Ursula O'Meara Conway, Assistant Principal Officer,

Department of Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science

3rd April 2025



An RoinnBreisoideachais agus Ardoideachais, Taighde, Nuálaíochta agus Eoláíochta | Department Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science

Student Grant Supports 

Fees:

• PLC - free / subsidised 

• UG – Free Fees Scheme; SUSI grant towards student 

contribution

• PG – Some supports if SUSI eligible

• New Part-time Fee grant scheme 



An RoinnBreisoideachais agus Ardoideachais, Taighde, Nuálaíochta agus Eoláíochta | Department Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science

Student Grant Supports 

Maintenance Grants:

• Means tested – PLC; UG and PG for approved full-time 

courses

• Household income must be within the income thresholds 

of the Student Grant Scheme

• Eligibility Indicator - www.susi.ie

https://www.susi.ie/eligibility-reckoner-app-irish/indicator.html
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Additional Higher Education 

Supports include:

• Student Assistance Fund

• Fund for Students with a Disability

• Mental Health funding

• Programme for Access to Higher Education (PATH)
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Further Education & Training:

• PLC - SUSI Grants Scheme

• FET Training Allowances for full time courses

• Supplementary Allowances (fuel, travel and accommodation)

• Universal Design Approach

• Fund for Students with Disabilities in PLC courses

• REACH Fund

• Learner Support Fund
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Apprenticeship Supports

Earn while you learn for both craft and consortia led programmes

Craft apprentices

➢ pay increases incrementally throughout the programme

➢ training allowance paid during off the job training

➢ may apply for travel or accommodation allowance

Access & Inclusion Bursary

Traveller Apprenticeship Incentivisation Programme

Gender Bursary for programmes with >80% of single gender to employers



What have we implemented 
since our event last year?
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Budget 2025 - Measures to reduce the cost of 

education

• A once off 33% reduction to the student fee for 14,000 apprentices attending higher education 

institutes.

• A once off €1,000 reduction in the student contribution fee that will benefit an estimated 103,000 

higher education students who are eligible for the free fees initiative.

• €9 million funding from the NTF to increase PHD stipends from €22,000 to €25,000 per annum.

• A once off increase to the Postgraduate Fee Contribution from €4,000 to €5,000 for eligible 

students.

• A once off additional €10 million for the Student Assistance Fund.

• Increasing the Rent Tax Credit from €750 to €1,000 for students living in purpose-built student 

accommodation, private rentals, digs, or rent a room arrangements.
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Budget 2025 - Improvements to the Student Grant 

Scheme

Increased Income Thresholds

• Increasing the Special Rate of Maintenance Grant threshold from €26,200 to €27,400.

• Increasing Standard Rate Maintenance Grant thresholds and Student Contribution Grant thresholds by 15 per 

cent.

• Increasing the Postgraduate Fee Contribution threshold and the Student Part-Time Fee Scheme threshold to   

match the new 100 per cent Student Contribution threshold of €64,315.

Broadened Eligibility

• The list of approved immigration permissions has been expanded.

All improvements to the Student Grant Schemes effective from September 2025
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Budget 2025 - Further Measures: 

• €73 million to deliver the skills requirements of industry by investing in craft apprenticeship and 

developing new apprenticeships.

• €4 million to enable the transition to an intergrated apprenticeship system including through 

essential development of IT and quality assurance.

• €5 million for measures to enhance the provision of supports for students with disabilities.

• €20 million for a skills package in employment-focused skills and training, with a particular focus on 

assisting small, medium and micro companies.

• €6m to deliver approximately 1,200 student accommodation beds for long-term leasing as part of 

the Technological University Student Accommodation Programme, 30% of which will be below 

market rates.

• €16.4 million to increase the number of places across veterinary, medicine and other healthcare 

disciplines.
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Part Time Fee Grant Scheme

• Introduced for the 2024/2025 academic year

• For the first time ever, fee support is available for eligible 

students studying certain part time undergraduate courses

• Income threshold that applies increases to €64,315 for the 

2025/2026 academic year

• 62 eligible part time courses in 2024/2025

• Eligible part time courses to increase to 111 for the 

2025/2026 academic year
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Conclusion

• Visit SUSI website to check eligibility for financial 

supports 

• Other resources beyond financial – check with 

your institution.

• Encourage you to participate!
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SLIDO # 1

What in your view was / will be the most 

impactful measure from Budget 2025 to 

reduce the cost of education?

Cost of Education Slido QR code

Event Code #3900724



Student Accommodation

Eamonn Dunican

Head of Student Accommodation



‘Development of short-term state supports to 

activate construction of purpose-built student 

accommodation (PBSA) by Higher Education 

Institutions (HEIs),

as well as development of a policy and 

methodology for potential long-term state 

support for the construction of PBSA to provide 

additionality for targeted cohorts of students.’  

The short-term activation programme and the 

new student accommodation strategy address 

the HFA actions. 



Progress…



Short-Term Activation

The first of the short-term activation

projects, in Maynooth University, will

be ready for the 2025/26 academic

year.

A capital investment of €100m from

the National Development Plan

windfall allocation has enabled this

116 bed project.



Student Assistance Fund

€600,000 was approved from the Dormant Accounts Fund

for a pilot programme to support students from the Traveller

or Roma Communities and students with experience of the

care system in Ireland with student accommodation costs.

To date, €462,000 has been allocated - supporting 93

students: 68 students from Traveller or Roma Communities

and 25 with experience of the care system in Ireland.

An additional €440,000 was allocated to the Student

Assistance Fund (SAF) specifically for any student who may

find themselves in financial difficulty arising from their

housing or student accommodation situation for the

2024/2025 academic year.



Student Rental

The 2024 annual rent-a-room campaign ran during
the summer months resulting in an increase of over
1,000 digs beds advertised by our HEIs

The Rent Tax Credit has increased each year to
€1,000 in 2025. Students residing in PBSA, private
rentals, and digs can claim the tax credit from 2022.
In addition, a parent can claim the tax credit on behalf
of their student child.

Increased Tenancy Protections for Students through
the Residential Tenancies (Amendment) Act ensuring
that SSA licenses are aligned to the traditional
academic calendar - up to 41 weeks.



Technological University Funding

€6m in annual funding allocated to support the 

activation of over 1,200 student accommodation 

beds in the TUs through a long-term leasing 

programme.

A further €1m in recurrent funding was secured to 

resource the higher education sector with student 

accommodation officers.

A further €0.5m will be dedicated for a 

Technological University pilot programme

focusing on campus-led policy and action plans to 

address accommodation and sustainable transport 

requirements



Strategy: Building 

the Evidence Base



Technological University Student Accommodation 

Programme (TUSAP) 

Phase 1: Complete

Initial proposals submitted by the HEI's for the
provision of additional student beds. Options include
purpose-built student accommodation both on and off
campus, leasing, joint ventures, and repurposing of
vacant or derelict properties.

Phase 2: Q3 2025

Final preliminary business cases under the
technological university student accommodation
programme are due to be submitted and reviewed by
the Department in Q3 2025.



This project will be key to establishing best practice and
value for money for the State, delivering modern PBSA
facilities that are functional, sustainable, maintainable,
flexible and safe, with high quality architectural design.

The final standardised design guidance for PBSA is due to
be completed shortly.

In 2024, the HEA Student Survey was extended to
understand preferences in standards, specifications,
costs, and design which will inform the standardised
design study.

Standardised Design Study



Based on the HEA’s 2023 supply and demand model, it is 

estimated that 119,000 full-time students will require 

accommodation for the upcoming academic year

There are over 49,000 purpose-built student accommodation 

beds, two thirds provided by the private sector.

The analysis suggests that the total combined number of beds 

currently available to students across PBSA, Digs and Private 

Rental is 109,380. 

Supply and Demand Study



The HEA conducted the second annual student survey in
October 2024.

In 2024, a total of 14,230 responses were gathered
representing approx. 6% of the student population.

This is a decrease from 22,801 responses obtained in 2023.

Despite the lower response rate, the survey results were
broadly similar across 2023 and 2024.

The results of the survey demonstrated the importance of
sustainable transport links and the role it plays in student
travel choices. The data indicated that 50% of all students
commute to college.

HEA Student Survey



The HEA Student Survey is
the largest and most up to
date source of data on student
accommodation and transport
needs

It is an essential source of 
information to develop student 
accommodation policy and 
targets



Strategy: Delivery 

Models



Refurbishment

Rent-a-Room

New Lease 
PBSA

Sustainable
Transport

New Build 
PBSA



Next Steps

✓ Industry Expert Group

✓ Inter-Departmental Group

✓Standardised Design Study

✓TUSAP
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SLIDO # 2

In the context of limited resources what 

would you like to prioritise in relation to 

student accommodation?

Cost of Education Slido QR code

Event Code #3900724



Thank you

Department of Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science

3rd April 2025



Table Discussions

Mr. Daniel McFarlane, Access Manager, Irish Universities Association
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Q 1

What do you think is the 

biggest cost barrier 

to accessing education?
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Q 2

What are the top three items the 

Department should prioritise in Budget 

2026 to reduce the cost of education?

[You can include expansion of existing 

supports / new measures]
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Q 3

Looking ahead strategically, in 10 

years' time what changes would you 

like to have seen developed for 

people commencing their third level 

education / apprenticeship journey?



Feedback discussion
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SLIDO # 3

What would you prioritise changing in 

the Student Grant Scheme?

Cost of Education Slido QR code

Event Code #3900724



Minister James Lawless, 
T.D.



Break for Lunch
return at 2 p.m.
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SLIDO # 4

Is information on Learning Supports 

easily accessible?  If not, how could this 

be improved?

Cost of Education Slido QR code

Event Code #3900724



Panel discussion

Professor Tom Collins 



Thank you

Department of Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science

3rd April 2025
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