‘‘Summary of Social Housing Assessments 2024
A report waiting quietly to be acted upon’’
We believe that social housing gives the people that we support the foundation to build a good life and is a key component of the common good of society. 
The building of sufficient numbers of social homes is a key measure to tackling the housing and homeless crisis. It is worrying therefore, that this report, which gives useful data, if very worrying data and statistics, is not being fully reflected in current housing and homeless policy by Government. 
For example, the current social housing build targets for 2025 are 10,000 new homes. However, there are currently almost 6 times that number of households assessed for social housing support (59,941 households). At this rate, it will take decades to accommodate those households into secure, affordable accommodation. 
This report also highlights key findings that we in SVP have being urging Government to acknowledge and act upon in housing policy, which has yet to occur, years into the crisis.
 We now have more households in need of social housing support living with family, friends and other types of temporary, transitional type accommodation than in the Private Rented Sector. 
We do not count those individuals, families and children in our monthly homeless figures, yet they too are experiencing the effects of homelessness. Also, this report does not capture the thousands of households availing of the Housing Assistance Payment (HAP) and living in the Private Rented Sector. They all have a need for secure, long term, affordable accommodation provided by the State.
It is difficult to fully understand and successfully address and prevent homelessness, if we do not have a full and accurate extent of the issue. This report also shows the policy failure of Government to have coherent and unified data. This is the very least we should expect from our Government when addressing the housing and homelessness crisis.
The report also highlights that when combined, smaller sized households including one adult, couple only, and one adult or a couple with 1-2 children, now account for 88.6% of all households currently on the waiting list, a slight increase on the proportion of these households combined in 2023 (87.8%). Our analysis from the recent published monthly homeless figures highlights that family homelessness now makes up the majority of people currently experiencing homelessness.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  https://media.licdn.com/dms/image/v2/D4E22AQHMdir_UevNww/feedshare-shrink_2048_1536/B4EZi9UyGpHgAo-/0/1755522999492?e=1762387200&v=beta&t=fnf1dqLoDjHkAHROEoo2u6cp-9-Vq9Jf-PDNW_sKlnY] 

We now have two recent published reports by a Government department or body highlighting the same issues, but no plan or strategy to act upon the findings. 
The key findings from the report show that:
· The total number of qualified households in 2024 assessed for social housing support were 59,941 compared to 58,824 in 2023. 
· The number of households qualified for social housing support increased by 1,117 households (1.9%) since the previous assessment on 1 November 2023.
· One-adult households remain the majority  household grouping on the waiting list and grew proportionally from 57.4% of the total in 2023 to 60.8% in 2024.
· The number and proportion of households whose basis of need for social housing is homelessness increased from 13.5% in 2023 to 14.7% in 2024.
· The Private Rented Sector no longer remains the largest tenure type of households on the waiting list and its proportional representation has roughly halved since 2016 (from 67.4% to 33.9%).
To read the full report you can access the following link: SSHA_2024_Report.pdf
This report should serve as a  reminder to Government that not enough is being done to address the housing and homeless crisis. It is also a report that has the potential to make a positive difference in the lives of people that are counted in it, as we look to Budget 2026, solely from the scale of the numbers negatively impacted, versus the response in housing policy.
